WRITING CENTER
The writing center is an excellent place to communicate ideas and messages through letters, words and graphics. Children enjoy copying letters, and using the letters they know, to try out new words, which is called invented spelling. They can also express themselves through drawings, which they can compile into a book of their own. Therefore, kids explore their ideas naturally, creatively, and in a way that enables them to make decisions that enrich their first writing experience.

Suggested materials for the writing centre:
· Lined and unlined paper in assorted colors, textures, sizes, and shapes 

· Index cards

· Printed forms
· Book of wallpaper samples for making covers for homemade “books” 

· Old magazines, catalogs, pictures, and postcards 
· Magic slates

· White boards

· Chalkboards, erasers and chalk
· Clipboards
· Staplers

· Scissors

· [image: image1.wmf] 

Hole punchers
· Envelopes
· Environmental print cards

· Stickers

· Yarn

· Glue

· Typewriter

· Scented markers

· Alphabet stamps

· Letter-shaped cookie cutters

· Notepads

· Pencils (skinny and fat ones) and pencil sharpener
· Ball point pens of many colors

· Colored pencils

· Scented pencil crayons

· Light up pens (thick and thin)

· Crayons (scented, glitter, realistic skin tones etc.)

· Alphabet number, shape picture and word stencils

· Rubber stamps and ink pads

· Hang an alphabet poster on a wall near the table

· Mailboxes

· Name tags

· Blank booklets  (staple a few pages together to make mini books for little authors)

· Alphabet and number posters

· Alphabet and number sets (sandpaper, sponge, wood)
· Flannel board and felt story characters, shapes, numbers, letters etc.
Teachers Role in the Writing Center  (Jeanette Norman)

With this center, you must remember the stages of writing development that children go through. The first stage is scribbling. My now 3 ½ year old daughter loved to fill pages and pages of scribbling. Commend children for trying.

The second stage is attempting to make letters. This is when the scribble starts resembling letters. During this stage, a child may get frustrated because they know what they are trying to write but it just isn’t forming what they are intending.

Then there is the breakthrough stage of actual word formation yet. Many times the letters used are the ones in the child’s name. This is because this is such an important word to children and is usually the first word a child will be able to read.

Most children will not write legible words until close to starting kindergarten. Providing tracing sheets and cards with words on them for children to copy will help at any writing stage.

Children will love “reading” their writing to you. Take time everyday to go to the writing center and engage the children in talking about their writing efforts.

If you need to write something, say notes to parents or other teachers, sit in the writing center to do this. I used to sit in the writing center when writing out next week’s lesson plan. This is showing the children the importance of writing and its uses.
